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"The Barnacle" today, 1972, is an irregularly shaped
two-story residence with buff-colored stucco exterior walls,
and a red Ludowici tiled hip roof. There is a two-story wood
pPlazza, open on the first floor and screened on the second

floor, facing a deep grassy lawn and Biscayne Bay on the
east. The overall dimensions are 59'-0" X 66'-6".

Originally when it was built in 1891, "The Barnacle" was
! a one-story wood framed and sheathed residence, built approxi-
mately 6'-0" above grade ‘on pitch pine foundations, surrounded
by a wood wiazza under a broken hipped roof with wood shingles.
It was equipped with cisterns, still in place, and pumps.
Natural ventilation of the interior was achieved by the
chimney-stack principle of a square cupola at the crown of

the hip centered above the central octagonal room. - This
central octagon, open to a balustraded attic, was flanked by
four corner rooms. an arrangement of pulleys operated the
top-hinged windows in the cupola.,

33

Minor alterations of the pilazza and stoop occurred between
1891 and 1908. At this latter date, the house was jacked up
and a new first floor with moulded faceted concrete block
was installed.

o
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Later a flat-roofed library wing was added on the southeas
This room was extended to northeast, and a hipped tiled roof |
was installed. This probably occurred after the 1928 hurricanﬁ
when the rough-troweled stucco finish was applied on the
exterior of both floors. At an undetermined date the piazzas
at the north and south were enclosed and the visible form as we
see "The Barnacle" today was established. In addition to the
+ ventilation provided by the central cupola, other natural
ventilating principles occur in the kitchen and library wings ,
with screened louvers and transoms placed high in the exterior | '
walls above the windows, operated by ropes and pulleys. 1In
addition a dry-cellar is dug into the coral rock below the
pantry.
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STATUMENT OF SIGNIFICANCILZ

‘"The Barnacle" ig without a doubt the most significant
"private residence standing in Dade County today. The
historical association of its builder, "Commodore™ Ralph M.
Munroe, one of the ecarliest pioneers of Coconut Grove warrant
its importance in the history of Dade County. It is one of
the few remaining structures of the earliest period of
Coconut Grove, with its original architecture practically
intact .on the now second floor.

It is an excellent example of architecture, indigenously
designed for the climate and the site. As such, it displays
a sensitivity to physical environment which probably only a
designer of sailing ships understood in that period.

As a pioneer of Coconut Grove, Commodore Munroe has
taken his place as a benefactor of the culture of the Grove,
contributing tracts of land to the Housekeeper's Club, the
oldest Women's Club in Florida, the Coconut Grove Library and
a community church and cemetery presently the site of the
Coconut Grove American Legion Hall. -
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na- .
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law I hereby certify that this property is included in the ‘

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register.
in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended

level of significance of this nomination is:

Chiel, Office of Archeclogy and Historic Preservation
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