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DESCRIPTION

The Miramar Public School, 109 N.E. 19th Street, is a masonry,
two~story Neo~Classical style building clad in stucco. Designed
by the architectural firm of Mayer and Dobson, it was constructed
in 1926. The building has a T-shaped exterior plan and a flat
roof with parapets. Its structural system is comprised of
concrete block construction resting atop a concrete foundation.

The principal (south) elevation is symmetrical and features a
central projecting bay with a full-height porch that contains the
building’s main entrance. The roof of the porch is supported by
four fluted Ionic columns and the parapet contains a masonry
entablature embellished with the building’s name: "Miramar Public
School®. The entrance doors are accentuated by a scrolled
pediment which contains a decorative masonry cartouche bearing
the building’s initials and construction date: "M.S. 1926". The
netal frame replacement windows found throughout the principal
elevation are triple set within each bay’s broad rectangular
openings. Fenestration is regular.

The side and back elevations of the building lack columns but
otherwise have the same fenestration and decorative ornamentation
found on the principal elevation.

The school has a central hall interior plan. Administrative
offices are located near the front entrance. A groin vaulted
ceiling is located at the junction of the north-south and east-
west corrldors., Stairs at the end of each corrider provide
access to the second story.

The Miramar Public School has undergone few modifications and
maintains its integrity of design, materials, workmanship,
getting, location, feeling, and association.




STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:

The Miramar Public School is significant at the local level
under Criterion C as a fine exanmple of the Neo—Classical
Revival style in an institutional building. The building is
architecturally noteworthy for its stylistic features,
portico details, size, and relationship to the surrounding
neighborhood.

The visual composition of the Miramar School represents a
good adaptation of the Neo-Classical Revival style to the
South Florida climate. The building’s excellent design,
craftemanship, and detailing are evident in its strong
symmetrical composition, articulated projecting entrance,
and the masonry ornamentation found throughout the various
elevations. It was completed in 1926 at a cost of
$145,000.4

The design of the Miramar School is indicative of the
popular 1920s trend to design Miami’s institutional
buildings in nationally recognized architectural styles.
Throughout the Florida Boom years, the neo~Classical style
was popular because of its sense of permanence and
establishment. Other examples of the style in Miami include
the Dade County Courthouse (NR 1989) and the 0ld U.S. Post
Office and Courthouse (NR 1989).

The construction of the Miramar School in 1926 reflects the
growing demand for city services that resulted from Miami’s
residential expansion northward during the 1920s Florida
Land Boom. Land for a new school was purchased as early as
1923 to accommodate the new residents in the popular Miramar
subdivision, but the school was not completed until 1926.

The Miramar School closed its doors during the mid-1970s.
Several years later it reopened as an educational and
orientational assistance facility for Cuban refugees
arriving in the United States via Mariel, Cuba. During the
early 1980s, the school housed the Haitian Refugee Center.
At present, the building is once again in operation as an
elementary school serving grades three through five.

The Miramar Public¢ School has the distinction of being one
of Miami’s oldest surviving schools whose architectural
fabric has remained virtually intact. Although the
architects for the building have besen identified, research
has provided no biographical information on them. The
building is significant as a reflection of the development
of Miami’s architectural styles during the 1920s Florida
Boomn.
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Reviewer's Comments

The cover nomination and the individual forms for the properties
within the Miami Multiple Resource Area clearly illustrate the
importance of the historic resources still remaining in the core
of Miami's downtown. The residential buildings and the
commercial buildings are all well documented, and the forms
explain clearly the significance of these properties in the
city's commercial and residential growth periods. Many
intitutional buildings, primarily religious institutions, also
have been nominated. The properties in this category constructed
during the boom times of the 1920s reflect the growth of the city
during that time. This context is documented briefly in the
cover form. The National Register has therefore accepted several
of these properties under the area of significance "Religion" or
“Community Development."

The significance of several of these institutional properties,
however, is not demonstrated in the documentation. Five of the
nominations included within the Miami Multiple Resource Area
nomination, four churches and one school, are therefore being
returned for further analysis. 1In two cases, the Greater Bethel
AME Church and the St. John's Baptist Church, the significance of
the buildings in community developmental history is not
established. What specific role did these churches play in the
social, religious, and institutional history of Miami? In two
other cases, the Ebenezer Methodist Church and the First
Presbyterian Church, the significance of the architectural design
and the role of this particular building in religious history and
the community's developmental history is not documented either,
especially since these properties are significantly less than
fifty years of age. The importance of Ebenezer Methodist in the
riots of the 1980s must be stated in historical terms, using
historical research methods, and may have to wait to be
recognized with the perspective of scholarly review. Finally,
the history of education in the city and the role of the Miramar
Public School in this historical pattern needs to be documented
in that specific nomination--this is particularly key because
education as an area of significance was not covered in the cover
nomination.
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DESCRIPTION:
Condition: Good

The Miramar Public School is two-story masonry structure laid out
in a modified cruciform plan. Construction of the building began
in 1926 according to plans provided by the architectural firm of
Mayer and Dobson.l The building's structural system is comprised
of concrete block construction resting atop a concrete
foundation. The appearance of the building is characteristic of
the Neo~Classical style of architecture.

The exterior of the building is ¢lad in stucco and capped by a
flat roof behind a masonry parapet wall. The principal elevation
of the building is 11 bays long, with the center three bays set
within a projecting entrance and the other eight bays evenly
split between the side wings. The projecting section of the
elevation contains four tall fluted Ionic columns which serve to
shelter a small porch leading to the building's entrance. The
entrance is characterized by wooden and glass doors which appear
to be original. All the fenestration of the principal elevation,
as most of that found on the other elevations, appears to be
original to the building with awning-type windows set within
metal frames. The four Ionic columns support a masonry
entablature that is embellished with the building's name on its
architrave: "Miramar Public School." The entrance is surmounted
by a scrolled pediment which contains a decorative masonry
cartouche bearing the building's initials and construction date:
"M.S. 1226." The windows found in the principal elevation are
triple set within each bay's broad rectangular openings.

The side elevations of the building carry the same decorative
ornamentation found on the principal elevation, except that there
are no columns found anywhere else. A smooth stucco surface,
inset with the original windows, serves to characterize the other
building elevations.
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One of the most striking features of the Miramar School is its
interior floor plan which survives intact. The classrooms are
laid out along the cruciform corridors, with an auditorium found
in the northwest quadrant of the area delineated by the .
cruciform. The auditorium spans one and one-half stories, and
below it is located the school cafeteria. The offices for the
school are located within the projecting center section of the
principal elevation. At the junction of the corridors is a groin
vaulted ceiling, and at the ends of the corridors are stairs that
provide access to the second floor.

This building has undergone relatively few modifications, and its
architectural integrity remains unaltered.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
" Specific Date: 1926
Architects: Mayer and Dobson
Builders: Ward and Ward

The Miramar Public School is architecturally significant as a
fine example of Neo-Classical Revival style in Miami.2 The
building is architecturally noteworthy for its stylistic
features, portico details, size, and relationship to the
surrounding neighborhood.3 The Miramar School also possesses
historical associations with the growth of the Miramar
subdivision in the 1920s and with the recent influx of Cuban and
Haitian refugees during the early 1980s.

The visual composition of the Miramar School represents a good
adaptation of the Neo-Classical Revival style to the South
Florida climate. The excellence of the building's design,
craftsmanship, and detailing is evident in its strong symmetrical
composition, articulated projecting entrance, and the masonry
ornamentation found throughout the building elevations. It was
completed in 1926 at a cost of $145,000.4

The design of the Miramar School is indicative of the popular
1920s trend to use a nationally recognized architectural style
upon the institutional buildings being constructed in the youngd
city. Throughout the Boom years, the Neo-Classical style was a
popular choice for institutional buildings for it provided the
structure with a sense of permanence and establishment. The
Miramar School has the distinction of being one of Miami's oldest
surviving schools whose architectural fabric has remained
virtually intact. Although the architects for the building have
been identified, research has provided no biographical
information on them.

The construction of the Miramar School in 1926 reflects the
growing demand for city services that resulted from Miami's
residential expansion northward during the Boom. Land for a new
school was purchased as early as 1923 to accommodate the new
residents in the popular Miramar subdivision, but the school was
not completed until 1926.5
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The Miramar School had closed its doors during the mid-1970s but
reopened during the "Mariel Boatlift." It was here that the
Cuban refugees arriving in the United States via Mariel, Cuba
were provided educational and orientational assistance. With.
the cessation of Cuban refugees arriving, the school turned its
focus to house the Haitian Refugee Center during the early 1980s.
At present, the Haitian Refugee Center has been relocated, and
the School is operating as an elementary school serving Grades 3
through 5.6

NOTES

l. City of Miami, Building and Zoning Department, Building Permit
applied for 20 January 1926; and "School Contracts Awarded," The
Miamian, August 1925, p. 11.

2. State of Florida, Department of State, Division of Archives,
History and Records Management, "Florida Master Site File:
Historic Site Data Sheet® for 109 N. E. 19th Street, "Statement
of Significance."

3. See note 2 above.

4. See note 2 above.

5. "Miramar School," General Index to Minutes of the Board of
Public Instruction for the County of Dade.

6. "Miramar Elementary," District and School Profiles: 1985-86
(Miami, Florida: Dade County Public Schools, Office of
Educational Accountability, April 1986), p. 110.
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DESCRIPTION:
Condition: Good

The Miramar Public School is two-story masonry structure Taid out
in a modified cruciform plan. Construction of the building began
in 1926 according to plans provided by the architectural firm of
Mayer and Dobson.l The building's structural system is comprised
of concrete block construction resting atop a concrete
foundation, The appearance of the building is characteristic of
the Neo-Classical style of architecture.

The exterior of the building is clad in stucco and capped by a
flat roof behind a masonry parapet wall. The principal elevation
of the building is 11 bays long, with the center three bays set
within a projecting entrance and the other eight bays evenly
split between the side wings. The projecting section of the
elevation contains four tall fluted lonic columns which serve to
shelter a small porch leading to the building's entrance. The
entrance is characterized by wooden and glass doors which appear
to be original. A1l the fenestration of the principal elevation,
as most of that found on the other elevations, appears to be
original to the building with awning-type windows set within
metal frames. The four Ionic columns support a masonry
entablature that is embellished with the building's name on its
architrave: “Miramar Public School." The entrance is surmounted
by a scrolled pediment which contains a decorative masonry
cartouche bearing the building's initials and construction date:
"M.S. 1926." The windows found in the principal elevation are
triple set within each bay's broad rectangular openings.

The side elevations of the building carry the same decorative
ornamentation found on the principal elevation, except that there
are no columns found anywhere else. A smooth stucco surface,
inset with the original windows, serves to characterize the other
building elevations.




One of the most striking features of the Miramar School is
interior floor plan which survives intact. The classrooms
laid out along the cruciform corridors, with an auditorium
in the northwest quadrant of the area delineated by the

cruciform. The auditorium spans one and one-half stories,
below it is located the school cafeteria. The offices for
school are located within the projecting center section of

its
are
found

and
the
the

principal elevation. At the junction of the corridors is a groin
vaulted ceiling, and at the ends of the corridors are stairs that

provide access to the second floor.

This building has undergone relatively few modifications, and its
architectural integrity remains unaltered.




STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
Specific Date: 1926
Architects: Mayer and Dobson
Builders: Ward and Ward

The Miramar Public School is architecturally significant as a
fine example of Neo-Classical Revival style in Miami.2 The
building is architecturally noteworthy for dits stylistic
features, portico details, size, and relationship to the
surrounding neighborhood.3 The Miramar School also possesses
historical associations with the growth of the Miramar
subdivision in the 1920s and with the recent influx of Cuban and
Haitian refugees during the early 1980s.

The visual composition of the Miramar School represents a good
adaptation of the Neo-Classical Revival style to the South
Florida climate. The excellence of the building's design,
craftsmanship, and detailing is evident in its strong symmetrical
composition, articulated projecting entrance, and the masonry
ornamentation found throughout the building elevations. It was
completed in 1926 at a cost of $145,000.4

The design of the Miramar School is indicative of the popular
1920s trend to use a nationally recognized architectural style
upon the institutional buildings being constructed in the young
city. Throughout the Boom years, the Neo-Classical style was a
popular choice for institutional buildings for it provided the
structure with a sense of permanence and establishment. The
Miramar School has the distinction of being one of Miami's oldest
surviving schools whose architectural fabric has remained
virtually intact. Although the architects for the building have
been identified, research has provided no biographical
information on them.

The construction of the Miramar School in 1926 reflects the
growing demand for city services that resulted from Miami's
residential expansion northward during the Boom. Land for a new
school was purchased as early as 1923 to accommodate the new
residents in the popular Miramar subdivision, but the school was
not completed until 1926.5




The Miramar School had closed its doors during the mid-1970s but
reopened during the "Mariel Boatlift." It was here that the
Cuban refugees arriving in the United States via Mariel, Cuba
were provided educational and orientational assistance. With
the cessation of Cuban refugees arriving, the school turned its
focus to house the Haitian Refugee Center during the early 1980s.
At present, the Haitian Refugee Center has been relocated, and
the School is operating as an elementary school serving Grades 3
through 5.6

NOTES

1. City of Miami, Building and Zoning Department, Building Permit
applied for 20 January 1926; and "School Contracts Awarded," The
Miamian, August 1925, p. 11.

2, State of Florida, Department of State, Division of Archives,
History and Records Management, "Florida Master Site File:
Historic Site Data Sheet" for 109 N. E. 19th Street, "Statement
of Significance."

3. See note 2 above.

4, See note 2 above.

5. “Miramar School," General Index to Minutes of the Board of
Public Instruction for the County of Dade.

6. "Miramar Elementary," District and School Profiles: 1985-86
(Miami, Florida: Dade County Public Schools, 0ffice of
Educational Accountability, April 1986), p. 110.




MULTIPLE RESOURCES OF DOWNTOWN MIAMI
DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA

HISTORIC NAME: Miramar Public School
COMMON NAME: Miramar Elementary School

LOCATION: 109 N.E. 19th Street
Miami, Florida 33137

OWNER: B. P. I. Dade County
1410 N,E. 2nd Avenue
Miami, Florida 33132

ACREAGE: Less than one

UTM: 17 580940 2853000

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION: Lots 11 through 14, less the
northerly 5 feet, of Block 2 of the plat of SAN JOSE (PB 3-158)
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