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1. Name

historic Olympia Theater and Office Building

and’'or common Maurice Gusman Cultural Center / SEE S"Elflwmm
2. Location UKIGINAL PHOTO(S) OR MAP(S)

street & number 174 East Flager Street N/A___ not for publication

city, town Miami N/A___ vicinity of

state Florida code 12 county Dade code 025

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use

____ district _X public __* occupied ____ agriculture —___ museum

_ZX building(s) . private —___ unoccupied X commercial — park

___ structure — both ____work in progress —— educational ____ private residence

— Site Public Acquisition Accessible x entertainment . religious

—__ object . in process _X yes: restricted —__ government _____ scientific
____ being considered ____ yes: unrestricted ___industrial ___ transportation
N/A ___no ____ military ____ other:

4. Owner of Property

name City of Miami

street & number 3500 Pan American Drive

city, town Miami N/A__ vicinity of state Florida

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. pade County Courthouse

street & number 73 West Flagler Street
city, town Miami state Florida
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
ti]tjlade County Historic Survey h hi b det ined elialble?
€ City of Miami Heritage Conservation as this property been determined eligible? __yes _x no
1978
date 1g9g3 ___federal ____ state x_ county _X_local

) Metrd-Dade Community and Economic Development
depository for survey records City of Miami Planning Department

city, town Miami

state Florida l



7. Description

‘-

Conditian Check one Check one

e eXxcellent — deteriorated _ unaltered X _original site
_X good —_ruins _x.. altered ___moved date
— fair — unexposed

Describe the present and original {if known) physical appearance

The Olympia Theater and Office Building is a ten story commercial building located
in the heart of downtown Miami. Of steel frame construction, the building is faced with
brick and is embellished with a variety of terra cotta and wrought iron detailing charac-
teristic of the Mediterranean Revival style. The theater itself is contained in an elaborate
four story wing which extends to the south of the building. Designed in the atmospheric
mode, the theater creates the illustion of an amphitheater set in the courtyard of a Spanish
villa. Overhead, the dark blue ceiling duplicates the evening sky with twinkling stars
and rolling clouds. Both the exterior of .the building and the interior theater spaces
reamin essentially intact, and alterations during the Olympia's 58 year history have not
compromised the building's integrity.

Sitting on the southwest corner of one of downtown Miami's busiest intersections,
the Olympia Theater and Office Building occupies a prominent location. The building is
a rectangular structure with nine bays across the north (front) facade and five bays across
the east facade. The theater wing is also rectangular in plan and features seven bays
across the east facade. The building is faced with pressed brick in running or stretcher
bond and is topped with a flat roof with parapet. The theater wing also features a
parapet wall, behind which is a gable roof.

The north (front) facade is symmetrical in composition and is vertically separated
into three main division containing three bays each. Original windows are wooden double
hung sash with one-over-one lights; however, approximately one-third have been replaced
with fixed sheet glass. Large, molded terra cotta beltcourses divide both the first and
second stories and the ninth and tenth stories, while a smaller beltcourse separates the
second and third stories. Decorative terra cotta detailing on the tenth story supplies
the office building's major ornamentation. Elaborate terra cotta window heads are enriched
with shaped pediments and feature a shield-shaped cartouche in the center. Brick pilasters
topped with terra cotta urns separate windows on the end bays and also mark each corner.

A small terra cotta beltcourse forms the capitals. The building's entablature, with its
decorated arbesque frieze, is brokem in the center three bays by a recessed curvilinear
gable. Two twisted columns separate the center windows and extned to the top of the gable
where they are topped by urns. Large brick pilasters, each topped by two urns, flank the
center bays. Located within the galbe end is one large shield-shapped cartouche, with a
smaller one over each window.

The east facade of the office building is virtually identical to the north facade
in its detailing. Here, however, the bays are evenly spaced, and the entablature is
unbroken. An additional design element on this facade is the presence of a decorated
window in the center bay of the second story. This window is embellished with terra cotta
surrounds containing pilasters, scrolls, and an enriched cornice window head. It is
fronted with an ornamental iron grille. A similar facade treatment extneds only as far as
the first bay on the south facade. The rest of the south facade and the west facade
are finished in stucco and are void of decoration.

In contrast to the office building, the theater wing if highly ornamental and features
a symmetrical composition with slightly projecting end bays. The center five bays on the
second story contain large, shaped arched windows. These windows feature multi-light wooden
casement sash with transoms and ornamental .iron balconets. Similar windows are located

(See Continuation Sheet)
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in each end bay, although these are embellished with elaborate terra cotta window surrounds.
Located directly above on the third story are quatrefoil windows with multi-light fixed
sash.

The upper level of the theater wing is separated from the lower stories by a beltcourse
and features a large entablature broken by a curvilinear gable at each end bay and by a
broken curvilinear gable with a finial in the center bays. Each end bay contains a multi-
light, round arched window with keystone and iron balconet, flanked by ornamental terra
cotta pilasters. The center bay, which projects outward, is supported by four brackets
and contains a rectangular window. In between are three round arched windows with keystones
and iron grilles.

Except for the replacement of some windows in the office building, the Olympia Theater
and Office Building has remained virtually unaltered above the first story. At the street
level, however, all storefronts have been completely modernized, and the theater entrance
somewhat modified. The vestibule to the theater, located in the center three bays of the
north facade, has been enclosed with modern glass doors, and the original ticket booth has
been removed. The original entrance to the office building, located in the center bay of
the east facade, has now been placed on the north facade directly east of the theater
entrance. The original vertical marquee, located on the northwest corner of the building,
has been replaced with a projecting marquee over the theater entrance. These alterations,
however, are typical for commercial buildings and do not compromise the integrity of the
building.

The interior of the theater features several public spaces, including a vestibule,
lobby, foyer, and mezzanine, in addition to the auditorium, and all are desinged with
Spanish motif. The vestibule and lobby, which are no longer separated by doors, feature
rough textured stucco walls with a highly polychromed coffered ceiling. Although the
floors were originally tile, they have since been carpeted. A small balcony, with an
ornamental wrought iron and wood railed balustrade, overlooks the lobby and is approached
by a marble staircase. The Spanish motif is further carried out with lanterns, ceiling
fixtures, and grille work.

The foyer is a two story vaulted space with the mezzanine balcony, supported by
brackets, located above. The foyer, which was originally separated from the auditorium
only by a railing, was modified in 1972. Now, the auditorium is permanently enclosed
by a wall with doors at each aisle. Several rows of seats were removed during the
renovation.

The mezzanine can be reached by stairs at either end of the foyer and is highlighted
by a balcony with an ornamental iron balustrade identical to the one in the lobby. The
mezzanine consists of seven bays, with barrel vaults supported on twisted and decorated
Corinthian columns and pilasters. On the west (auditorium) side, niches have been created
behind supporting columns to form seating areas. On the east side, the center three bays
have been extended to form a side aisle which is now used as a refreshment area. The
formerly elaborately decorated restrooms have been modernized. Like the lobby and the
foyer, the mezzanine is embellished with a varity of polychromed ornamentation. All
decorative details throughout the theater are made of cast-plaster. The foyer and
mezzanine are carpeted, as was originally intended.

(See Continuation Sheet)
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The auditorium itself was designed to create the illusion of an amphitheater set in
a Spanish garden and enclosed on three sides by the walls of an imposing villa. The ceiling,
painted dark blue, duplicates the Florida sky with rolling clouds and twinkling lights
to suggest stars., The theater originally seated approximately 2110 people.

The proscenium arch is highly decorated with ornamental plaster and is topped with
a bracketed gable roof supported by engaged Corinthian columns. The roof is covered Wwith
plaster tiles and also features a balustrade topped by urns. Located in the center of the
balustrade is a round arched niche containing a plaster statue. The north wall of the
auditorium is comprised of three graduated arches surmounted by an arcade which is supported
by twisted columns with a balustrade above. This side wall also features a tiled gable
roof and an arcaded tower. The south wall of the auditorium is more elaborate and features
a shaped gable with towers on either side. The lower level contains a round arched opening
flanked by two smaller arches. BAbove is a large shaped arch which screens the organ. A
balcony projects from the base of the arch, and grilled openings are located on either
side. The balance of the south elevation reflects the opposite wall. Other decorative
features throughout the auditorium include a series of decorative niches with plaster
statues under the balcony and a wooden pergcla above.

The auditorium was renovated in 1972, and, at this time, all new seating was installed
and the stage was reconstructed. The basic form of the auditorium, however, was not altered,
and the ornmental plaster detailing remains undisturbed. In contrast to the theater, the
interior of the office building, including the lobby, has been completely modernized and
does not retain its original architectural features.




8. Significance

Period _ Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

.. prehistoric ___ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ___ landscape architecture ____ religion

____1400~-1499 ____ archeology-historic — conservation _ law - science

— 1500-1599 ____ agriculture —_ economics — literature — sculpture

—1600-1699 _x architecture _— education ____ military ____ social/

——1700-1799 ___ art —_ engineering —_ music humanitarian

—_1800-1899 _X_commerce . ___ exploration/settlement __.__ philosophy —X theater

_X_1900- ____ communications ___industry - —— politics/government __ transportation
—_ invention - . other (specify)

Specific dates 1925 Builder/Architect George A. Fuller Co./John Eberson

Statement of Significance {in one paragraph)

The Olympia Theater and Office Building is significant as an outstanding example
of atmospheric theater design and is noted for the guality of its details, materials,
and craftsmanship. Designed by John Eberscn, one of America's foremost theater
architects, the Olympia is regularly cited as one of the finer examples of his works.
The Olympia is Miami's largest and most outstanding theater, and, together with the
Tampa Theater in Tampa, is said to be one of only two atmospheric theaters which
survive in Florida. The Olympia Theater and Office Building is also significant
as a unigue example of the application of Mediterranean Revival style detailing
to a ten story commercial building and, as such, is a landmark on the Miami skyline.

Construction on the Olympia Theater and Office Building began in May 1925 during
the height of Miami's boom period, and the grand-opening took place on February 18,
1926. Built for Paramont Enterprises, Inc. at a cost of approximately $1,500,000,
the Olympia Theater replaced the Airdome, an open-air theater which had occupied
the same site.> Paramont sought to build one of the most elaborate theaters in
the South and, accordingly, selected .as its architect John Eberson, who had designed
his first atmospheric theater, the Majestic Theater in Houston, just two years
before. In his almost startling departure from the accepted style in theater
decoration, Eberson created in Miami one of the region's most beautiful and elaborately
equipped@ theaters. Unlike the Majestic, the Olympia was designed with aar conditioning
and is said to have been the first air conditioned theater in the South.

John Eberson originated the concept of the atmospheric theater in 1923. His
intention was to create for the audience the illusion of sitting in "a magnificent
amphitheater under a glorious moonlit sky...an Italian garden, a Persian court,

a Spanish patioc, or a mystic Egyptian temple-yard...where friendly stars twinkled
and wisps of clouds drifted."”? 1In the Olympia, patrons were treated to.a large
Spanish garden which was closed in on three sides by the walls of an imposing
castle or villa. A duplication of the Florida sky appeared overhead.

Although it is a one-of-a-kind theater in Miami, the Olympia bears a striking
resemblance to the Tampa Theater, which was also designed by Eberson a short time
later. ©f the two, the Olympia is much larger in size, but both theaters exhibit
many of the same interior themes and details. The Olympia, however, is much more
elaborate of the exterior, due in part to its prominent corner location.

The Olympia Theater and Office Building is an outstanding and unigue example
of commercial architecture in downtown Miami. Despite the popularity of Mediterranean
Revival architecture in South Florida, the style was not generally utilized on tall
buildings. The Olympia Theater, however, makes wide use of Mediterranean elements,
particularly in its elaborate window treatments and application of terra cotta and
wrought iron detailing. Alsc unusual is the building's ‘use of brick, an uncommon
building material in the Miami area. :

The Olympia Theater and Office Building is generally recognized as a landmark
in Miami, and the theater continues to be utilized for performances. The building
has remained relatively unaltered, both on the exterior and in the theater spaces,
during its history. The City of Miami, which currently owns the property will scon
seek a developer to rehabilitate the office building, and it is hoped that the

selected developer will be able to utilize the 25 percen Investment Tax Credit

(See Continuation Sheet)
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as a long-term lessee. It is anticipated that any revenue generated from the lease
of the office building will be applied toward the future renovation of the theater.
FOOTNOTES

1 . .
Ben Hall, The Best Remaining Seats, 1961, p. 102; and Dennis Sharp, The Picture
Palace, 1969, p. 76. ;

2 . R . . . .
“Tampa Theater and Office Building," National Register of Historic Places,
National Park Service, U.S. Department of the Interior, 1978.

3 ..
"Theater to Be Opened," The Miami Herald, February 14, 1926.

4 . . . ..
"Twenty-five-Year 0ld Theater Can Claim Firsts," The Miami Herald, February 24, 1951.

5Ha11, p. 96.
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Verbal boundary description and justification .
Lots 1 and 2, and the southerly 55 feet of Lot 3, and the northerly 45 feet of Lots 18, 19,

and 20, less the westerly 2 inches of the northerly 65 feet of Lot 2, of Block 121, of the
lat of Miami North, as recorded in_Plat Book B at page 41, of the Public Records of Dadet

]
i
]

Eileas anﬁacoeul;\t?gs for p}cﬁ:ee Pels o&gﬂépping state or county boundaries

code N/A county N/A

state N/A code N/A county N/A

11. Form Prepared By

name/title sarah Eaton/Michael F. Zimny, Historic Sites Specialist

organizationpivision of Archives, History & Rec. Mgmt. date January 26, 1984

street & number The Capitol telephone (204) 487-2333

city or town Tallahassee state Florida
12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

___national X__state — local

As the designated State Historic Preservation GHficer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89—
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and cenif} that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the .Nationa! Park Servlca."/ P

'/C ‘: _'f(_ —7)/

. ) "’/7
State Historic Preservation Officer signature ,./7[_// ,’(/:" // .
4 - -
. r 7 . —— / N .
. 4 . 4 Z
tite  George W. Percy, State Historic Preservation Officer = date /?/ . :-_:), //j /
E .S

For NPS use only _ -
I hereby cenlify that this property is included in the National Reglster * ~

Keeper of the National Register -

Attest:
Chief of Registration




NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240

IN REPLY REFER TO:

CATETY
3 S Vg T el
The Director of the National Park Service is pleased to ify oLy ‘tﬁg e/following properties have
been entered in the National Register of Historic Placesfgginning March ‘4,(\13 4 2ind ending March 10,
1984, For further information call (202) 343-9552. . MAR 20 1984 e

ST A TE,County, Vicinity, Property, Address,(Date Listed) HISIQR‘gE}ZRESERVATION
SECTIO S

i <l
FLORIDA, Dade County, Miami, Fire Station No. 4, 1000 S.-Miami Ave. (03/08/84) H» R
FLORID A, Dade County, Miami, Olympia Theater and Office Building, 174 E. Flager St. (03/08/84) i

GEORGIA, Walton County, Jersey, Bank of Jersey, Main St. (03/07/84)

INDIAN A, Clark County, Jeffersonville, Louisville Municipal Bridge, Plyons and Administration
Building, Spans Ohio River between Louisville, KY and Jeffersonville, IN (03/08/84)

KENTUCKY, Jefferson County, Louisville, Louisville Municipal Bridge, Plyons and Administration
Building, Spans Ohio River between Louisville, KY and Jeffersonville, IN (03/08/84)

MINNESOTA, Hennepin County, Minneapolis, Gethsemane Episcopal Church, 901905 Uth Ave. S
(03/08/84)

MINNESOTA, Hennepin County, Minneapolis, Owre, Dr. Oscar, House, 2625 Newton Ave. S (03/08/84)
MINNESOTA, Hubbard County, Park Rapids, Hubbard County Courthouse, Court St. (03/08/84)
MINNESOTA, Wabasha County, Lake City, Williamson-Russell-Rahilly House, 304 Oak St. (03/08/84)
MINNESOTA, Watonwan County, Madelia, Flanders' Block, 30 W. Main St. (03/08/84)

MISSISSIPPI, Coahoma County, Barner Site (22-Co-542), (03/08/84)
MISSISSIPPI, Coahoma County, Salomon (Salmon) Site, (03/08/84)

PENNSYLVANIA, Bucks County, Taylorsville vicinity, Burroughs, John, Homestead, Wrightstown-
Taylorsville Rd. (03/05/84)

PENNSYLVANIA, Philadelphia County, Philadelphia, Ridge Avenue Farm ers' Market, 1810 Ridge Ave.
(03/05/8M4)

TENNESSEE, Maury County, Mt. Pleasant, Walnut Grove, 510 N, Main St. (03/08/84)

VIR GINIA, Alexandria (Independent City), Alexandria City Hall, 301 King St. (03/08/84)
VIRGINIA, Prince Edward County, Farmville vicinity, Longwood House, Johnson Dr. (03/08/84)
VIRGINIA, Roanoke (Independent City), Boxley Building, 416 Jefferson St., SW (03/08/84)

WISCONSIN, Milwaukee County, Milwaukee, Historic Third Ward District, Bounded by the Milwaukee
River, C and NW RR, and E. St. Paul and N. Jackson Sts. (03/08/81)

WISC O NSIN, Milwaukee County, Milwaukee, State Bank of Wisconsin (Bank of Milwaukee Bloeck), 210
E. Michigan St. (03/08/8%) :

WISCONSIN, Polk County, St. Croix Falls, Thompson, Thomas Henry, House, 205 N, Adams 3t.
(03/08/84)

WY OMING, Sheridan County, Dayton, Wissler, Susan, House, 406 Main St. (03/08/84)
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Olympia Theater and Office Building

AND/OR COMMON

" Maurice Gusman Cultural Center

ALOCATION

STREET & NUMBER

174 E. Flagler Street

CITY. TOWN Mi .
fami — VICINITY OF
STATE R COUNTY
Florida Dade
4 CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
—_DISTRICT - X_pusLiC Xoccuriep __AGRICULTURE —-MUSEUM
X BUILDINGIS) | ' __PRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED X COMMERCIAL __PARK
—_STRUCTURE _BOTH —WORK IN PROGRESS __EDUCATIONAL  __PRIVATE RESIDENCE
__SITE . PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE X ENTERTAINMENT __RELIGIOUS
—OBJECT __INPROCESS XYES: RESTRICTED —GOVERNMENT  _SCIENTIFIC
__BEING CONSIOERED __YES: UNRESTRICTED _INDUSTRIAL __TRANSPORTATION
__NO _MILITARY __OTHER:
Y OWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME . ..
City of Miami
STREET & NUMBER '
3500 Pan American Drive
CITY. TOWN . STATE . ZIP CODE
Miami —_ VICINITY OF Florida : 33133
S LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
COURTHOUSE. l » .
ReGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC. Dade County Courthouse
STREET & NUMBER ’
73 W. Flagler Street
CITY. TOWN ' STATE Z1P CODE
Miami Florida 33130

A REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE 1. Dade County Historic Survey

City of Miami Heritage Conservation Program

DATE

1978

__FEDERAL __STATE _]_COUNTY _Z.LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS

City of Miami Planning Department

Metro-Dade Community and Economic Development, Historic

Preservation Division

2

T.

2. 1983
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¥4 DESCRIPTION

CONDITION . CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
_EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED ~ X ORIGINAL SITE

X G000 __RUINS X ALTERED —MOVED DATE_____
—FAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

SUMMARY OF PRESENT AND ORIGINAL PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Olympia Theater and Office Building is a ten story commercial building located
in the heart of downtown Miami. Of steel frame construction, the building is faced
with brick and is embellished with a variety of terra cotta and wrought iron detail-
ing characteristic of the Mediterranean Revival style. The theater itself is con-
tained in an elaborate four story wing which extends to the south of the building.
Designed in the atmospheric mode, the theater creates the illusion of an amphi-
theater set in ‘the courtyard of a Spanish villa. Overhead, the dark blue ceiling
duplicates the evening sky with twinkling stars and rolling clouds. Both the ex-
terior of the building and the interior theater spaces remain essentially intact,
and alterations during the Olympia’s 58 year history have not compromised the
building’s integrity. 3

TEXT SUPPORTING SUMMARY OF PRESENT AND ORIGINAL PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Sitting on the southwest corner of one of downtown Miami’s busiest intersections,
the Olympia Theater and Office Building occupies a prominent location. The building
is a rectangular structure with nine bays across the north (front) facade and five
bays across the east facade. The theater wing is also rectangular in plan and
features seven bays across the east facade. The building is faced with pressed
brick in running or stretcher bond and is topped with a flat roof with parapet.

The theater wing also features a parapet wall, behind which is a gable roof.

The north {front) facade is symmetrical in composition and is vertically separated
into three main division containing three bays each. Original windows are wooden
double hung sash with one-over-one lights} however, approximately one-third have
been replaced with fixed sheet glass. Large, molded terra cotta beltcourses divide
both the first and second stories and the ninth and tenth stories, while a smaller
beltcourse separates the second and third stories. Decorative terra cotta detail-
ing on the tenth story supplies the office building’s major ornamentation.
Elaborate terra cotta window heads are enriched with shaped pediments and feature

a shield-shaped cartouche in the center. Brick pilasters topped with terra cotta
‘urns separate windows on the end bays and also mark each corner. A small terra
cotta beltcourse forms the capitals. The building’s entablature, with its decorated
arabesque frieze, is broken in the center three bays by a recessed curvi linear
gable. Two twisted columns separate the center windows and extend to the top of
the gable where they are topped by urns. Large brick pilasters, each topped by

two urns, flank the center bays. Located within the gable end is one large
shield-shaped cartouche, with a smaller one over each window.. '

The east facade of the office building is virtually identical to the north facade
in its detailing. Here, however, the bays are evenly spaced, and the entablature
is unbroken.  An additional design element on this facade is the presence of a
decorated window in the center bay of the second story. This window is embellished
with terra cotta surrounds containing pilasters, scrolls, and an enriched cornice
window head. It is fronted with an ornamental iron grille.

A similar facade treatment extends only as far as the first bay on the south facade.

10
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The rest of the south facade and the west facade are finished in stucco and are
void of decoration.

tn contrast to the office building, the theater wing is highly ornamental and
features a symmetrical composition with slightly projecting end bays. The center
five bays on the second story contain large, shaped arched windows. These
windows feature multi-light wooden casement sash with transoms and ornamental
iron balconets. Similar windows are located in each end bay, although these are
embellished with elaborate terra cotta window surrounds. Located directly

above on the third story are quatrefoil windows with multi-light fixed sash.

The upper level of the theater wing is separated from the lower stories by a
beltcourse and features a large entablature broken by a curvilinear gable at
each end bay and by a broken curvilinear gable with a finial in the center bays.
Each end bay contains a multi-light, round arched window with keystone and

iron balconet, flanked by ornamental terra cotta pilasters. The center bay,
which projects outward, is supported by four brackets and contains a rectan-
gular window. In between are three round arched windows with keystones and

iron grilles. ' :

Except for the replacement of some windows in the office building, the Olympia
Theater and Office Building has remained virtually unaltered above the first
story. At the street level, however, all storefronts have been completely
modernized, and the theater entrance somewhat modified. The vestibule to the
theater, located in the center three bays of the north facade, has been
enclosed with modern glass doors, and the original ticket booth has been re-
moved., The original entrance to the office building, located in the center .
bay of the east facade, has now been placed on the north facade directly east
of the theater entrance. The original vertical marquee, located on the north-
west corner of the building, has been replaced with a projecting marquee over
the theater entrance. These alterations, however, are typical for commercial
buildings and do not compromise the integrity of the building.

The interjor of the theater features several public spaces, including a

. vestibule, lobby, foyer, and mezzanine, in addition ta the auditorium, and all
all are designed with a Spanish motif. The vestibule and lobby, which are no
longer separated by doors, feature rough textured stucco walls with a highly
polychromed coffered ceiling. Although the floors were originally tile, they
have since been carpeted. A small balcony, with an ornamental wrought iron
and wood railed balustrade, overlcooks the lobby and is approached by a marble
staircase. The Spanish motif is further carried out with lanterns, ceiling
fixtures, and griltle work.

The foyer is a two story vaulted space with the mezzanine balcony, supported by
brackets, located above. The foyer, which was originally separated from the
auditorium only by a railing, was modified in 1972. Now, the auditorium is
permanently enclosed by a wall with doors at each aisle. :Several rows of seats
were removed during the renovation.

The mezzanine can be reached by stairs at either end of the foyer and is high-
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lighted by a balcony with an ornamental iron balustrade identical to the one in
the lobby. The mezzanine consists of seven bays, with barrel vaults supported
on twisted and decorated Corinthian columns and pilasters. On the west .
(auditorium) side, niches have been created behind supporting columns to form
seating areas. On the east side, the center three bays.have baen extended to
form a side aisle which is now used as a refreshemnt area, The formerly
elaborately decorated restrooms have been modernized. Like the lobby and

the foyer, the mezzanine is embellished with a variety of polychromed ornamen-
tation. All decorative details throughout the theater are made of cast-plaster,
The foyer and mezzanine are carpeted, as was originally intended.

The auditorium itself was designed to create the illusion of an amphitheater
set in a Spanish garden and enclosed on three sides by the walls of an imposing
villa. The ceiling, painted dark blue, duplicates the Florida sky with

rolling clouds and twinkling lights to suggest stars. The theater originally
seated approximately 2110 people.

The proscenium arch is highly decorated with ornamental plaster and is topped
with a bracketed gable roof supported by engaged Corinthian columns. The roof
is covered with plaster tiles and also features a balustrade topped by urns.
Located in the center of the balustrade is a round arched niche containing a
palster statue. The north wall of the auditorium is comprised of three gra-
duated arches surmounted by an arcade which is supported by twisted columns with
a balustrade above:. This side wall also features a tiled gable roof and an
arcaded tower. The south wall of the auditorium is more elaborate and features
a shaped gable with towers on either side. The lower level contains a round
arched opening flanked by two smaller arches. Above is a large shaped arch
which screens the organ. A balcony projects from the base of the arch,.and
grilled openings are located on either side. The balance of the south elevation
reflects the opposite wall. '

Other decorative features throughout the auditorium include a series of decora-
tive niches with plaster statues under the balcony and a wooden pergola above,

The auditorium was renovated in 1972, and, at this time, all new seating was

installed and the stage was reconstructed. The basic form of the auditorium,
however, was not altered, and the ornamental plaster detailing remains undis-
turbed.

In contrast to the theater, the interior of the office building, including the
lobby, has been completely modernized and does not retain its original archi-
tectural features.
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SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Olympia Theater and Office Building is significant as_an outstanding example of
atmospheric theater design and is noted for the quality of its details, materials,
and craftsmanship. Designed by John Eberson, one of America's foremost theater
architects, the Olympia is regularly cited as one of the finer examples of his works.
The Olympia is Miami's largest and most outstanding theater, and, together with the
Tampa Theater in Tampa, is said to be one of only two atmospheric theaters which
survive in Florida.?2 The Olympia Theater and Office Building is also significant

as a unique esample of the application of Mediterranean Revival style detailing

to a ten story commercial building and, as such, is a landmark on the Miami skyline.

h

TEXT SUPPORTING SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Construction on the Olympia Theater and Office Building began in May 1925 during
the height of Miami's boom period, and the grand opening took place on February 18,
1926. Built for Paramont Enterprises, Inc. at a cost of approximately 31,500,000,
the Olympia replaced the Airdrome, an open-air theater which had occupied the same
site. Paramont sought to build one of the most elaborate theaters in the South
and, accordingly, selected as its architect John Eberson, who had designed his
first atmospheric theater, the Majestic Theater in Houston, just two years before.
In his almost startling departure from the accepted style in theater decoration,’
Eberson created in Miami one of the region's most beautiful and elaborately equipped
theaters. Unlike the. Majestic, the Olympia was designed with air copditioning and
is said to have been the first air conditioned theater in the South.h

John Eberson originated the concept of the atmospheric theater in 1923. His in-
tention was to create for the audience the illusion of sitting in 'a magnificent
amphitheater under a glorious moonlit sky. . .an italian garden, a Persian court,

a Spanish patio, or a mystic Egyptian temple-yard. . .where friendly stars twinkied
and wisps of clouds drifted."” in the Olympia, patrons were treated to a large
Spanish garden which was closed in on three sides by the walls of an imposing castle
or villa. A duplication of the Florida sky appeared overhead.

Although it is a one-of-a-kind theater in Miami, the Olympia bears a striking
resemblance to the Tampa Theater, which was also designed by Eberson a short time
later. Of the two, the Olympia is much larger in size, but both theaters exhibit
many of the same interior themes and details. The Olympia, however, is much more
elaborate of the exterior, due in part to its prominent corner location.

The Olympia Theater and Office Building is an outstanding and unique example of
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commercial architecture in downtown Miami. Despite the popularity of Mediterran-
ean Revival architecture in South Florida, the style was not generally utilized
on tall buildings. The Olympia, however, makes wide use of Mediterranean

. elements, particularly in its elaborate window treatments and application of
terra cotta and wrought iron detailing. Also unusual is the building's use of
brick, an uncommon building material in the Miami area.

The Olympia Theater and Office Building is generally . recognized as a landmark
in Miami, and the theater continues to be utilized for performances. The
building has remained relatively unaltered, both on the exterior and in the
theater spaces, during its history. The City of Miami, which currently owns
the property, will soon seek a developer to rehabilitate the office building,
and it is hoped that the selected developer will be able to utilize the 25
percent Investment Tax Credit as a long-term lessee. It is anticipated that
any revenue generated from the lease of the office building will be applied
toward the future renovation of the theater.

Footnotes

1Ben Hall, The Best Remaining Seats, 1961, p. 102; and Dennis Sharp,
The Picture Palace, 1969, p. 76.

2“Tampa Theater and Office Building," National .Register of Historic
Places, National Park Service, U.S. Department of the interior, 1978.

3Theater to Be Opened,'" The Miami Herald, February 14, 1926.

: h“Twenty-five-Year 01d Theater Can Clain Firsts,'" The Miami Herald,
February 24, 1951.

°Hall, p. %.
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