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1. Name
historic  Shrine Building DRI mﬁﬂ’erméiﬂédl 8//33'/1@ /ﬁ
and or common Boulevard Shops [~2 - C?/ , %wg‘_ < /Q_ { !?/
2. Location B
street & number 1401-1417 Biscayne Boulevard — not for publication
city, town Miami — vicinity of
state Florida 33132 code FL county Dade code FL. 025
3. Classification
Category Ownership tus : Present Use
—— district ——— public A occupied agriculture — . mussum
X_buliding(s) _X_ private —__ unoccupied X commercial ¢ park
— structure —— both — work in progress — educationatl 2 private regidence
— _slte Public Acquisition Accessible —— entertalnment . — religious
— object — In process X yes: restricted — government — sclentific

— being considered — yes: unrestricted — Industrial — tranaportation

— _no — military — other:

4. Owner of Property e

name Biscayne Properties, Ltd.

street & number 25 S.E. 2nd Avenue, Suite 300

city, town Miami — vicinity of state Florida 33131

S. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc.  Dade County Courthouse

street & number 75 W. Flagler Street

city, town Miami state Florida 33130

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

FMSF-Miami Multiple Resource
itle Historic Preservation Survey has this property been determined eligible? __yes ___no

date June, 1985 — _federal X __state ____county _X  jocal

depository for survey records  Bureau of Historic Preservation

chty, town Taliahassee state Florida 32399-0250
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7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

—— axcellent — deteriorated ____ unaltered _X_ original site
X_good — ruins X_ altered - _moved date

— fair — unexposed

Describe the present and original {if known} physical appearance
See Continuation Sheet '
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8. Significance

Period

—_. prehistoric ____ archeology-prehistoric
__ 1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic
—— 1500-1599 _ agriculture
—_1600-1699 X__ architecture

— 17001799 ___art

———1800-1899 - X_ commerce

X _1900-1938 ___ communications

Areas of Significance—Check and justify befow

-- -~ community planning . _ _ landscape architecture. ___. religion

- .—. conservation - law -—— Sclence

.—— economics ——.. literature -« SCuUlpture

---- education —— military ---— soclal/

. — . engineering ~——n Mmuslc humanitarian
-—.-exploration/settiement ___ phllosophy — theater

wer Industry ——- politics/government  ____ transportation
-—— Invention —— other (specify)

Specific dates 1930

Builder/Architect Robert Law Weed

Statement of Significance {in one paragraph)

See Continuation Sheet




9. Major Bibliographical References

Please see Bibliography for Cover Nomination

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated ﬁ’pper:ty less than 1 acre

Quadrangle name 1ami Quadrangle scale 1:24000
UTM References

Alyz]) 1518,1]3,0,0] |2,8]5,2)3,0,0] 5]

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
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Verbal boundary description and justification

Miami, Lot 11 less street and Lot 12 of Block 1 of the plat of PERSHING COURT (PB 4-147).
Bounday follows historic and legal boundary.

List all states and countles for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state N/A code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

name/titie Sarah Eaton /Vicki L. Welcher, Histaric Sites Specialist

organization Bureau of Historic Preservation date October, 1988
street & number 500 South Bronough Street telephone (904) 487-2333
city or town Tallahassee, Florida state Florida 32399-0250

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaiuated significance of this property within the state Is:

— national —_ state X tocal
As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89—

665), | hereby nominate this property tor Inclusion in the nal Register and ce it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth b e Ndtional Park Service i
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dﬂp October 17, 1988
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DESCRIPTION:
Condition:. Good

The Shrine Building is a two-story rectangular structure of
masonry construction executed in a local adaptation of the Art
Deco style of architecture. The building was a project of the
Biscayne Boulevard Company, its original owner, and construction
began and was completed in 1930. Fronting to the west, the
facade of the building is arranged in a series of setbacks which
serve to emphasize the bold massing of its geometric forms. The
central portion of the building is comprised of a two-story block
whose second story is recessed from the lower perimeter walls,
thereby creating an open balcony parallel to the street. On the
northern and southern ends of the central block are two-story
wings, shorter than the central portion, and slightly recessed
behind the principal facade.

The exterior of the two-story wings and the lower story of the
central block are constructed of masonry block that is sheathed
with a cast stone imitating keystone, a local construction
material. The exterior of the second story is covered with
stucco. The first story contains a series of glass storefronts
with individual entrances from the street. The second story of
the central block is accented with 11 multi-light metal windows
separated by flat pilasters featuring a vertical reeding pattern
and a stylized ornamental capital. The three windows found on
the upper story of each wing are also separated by the same
stylized pilasters. Below these windows are large bas~relief
spandrels decorated with stylized volutes and sunburst designs.
The symmetrical and horizontal composition of the building's
facade is offset by turrets with multifaceted planes on the upper
corners of the central block. The outer corners of the wings are
detailed with engaged sculpted figures of Seminole Indians, a
tribe indigenous to South Florida.
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The second floor of the building contains a large open space that
was originally used for social functions. The ceiling of the
open space is decorated with stylized pendentives anchoring the
ceiling plane to the wall surfaces. The second floor is
accessible by a staircase that is entered through one of the
storefronts. The interior of the ground floor stores are
virtually free of structural obstructions as the load-bearing
walls run the length of the interior in an east-west direction.
The building appears to be in good physical condition, and the
exterior remains virtually unchanged from the date it was
completed.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
‘Specific Date: 1930
Architect: Robert Law Weed

The Shrine Building is architecturally significant because it is
one of the earliest and most representative Art Deco structures
in Miami.2 Designed by Robert Law Weed, a prominent local
architect, the building represents an excellent local adaptation
of a prevailing national style. The Shrine Building also
possesses significant historical associations with the commercial
development of Biscayne Boulevard, one of Miami's early planned
thoroughfares and shopping areas during the late 1920s.

The presence of the Seminole Indian figures on the building's
facade comprises a local interpretation of the national trend
for using native American motifs in Art Deco designs.3 The use
of the cast stone 1m1tat1ng South Florida keystone, a local
construction material, is also indicative of the prevailing 1930s
movement that emphasized "regionalism" in commercial
architecture.

The visual composition of the Shrine Building is also significant
because it exemplifies the work of Robert Law Weed in South
Florida. The building's scale, massing, and stylized decoration
make it one of the finest examples of Weed's commercial designs
in Miami.

Robert Law Weed was born in Pennsylvania in 1897, studied at the
Carnegie Institute, and moved to Miami in 19219.4 Weed bﬂgan his
architectural career designing residences in Palm Beach and Miami
Beach. He is well known for his important commissions during the
1930s. These included the designs for the Miami Shores
Elementary School (1930), the Florida Tropical Home at the
Chicago "Century of Progress"™ Exhibition (1933), and the General
Electric Model Home in Miami Beach (1935).
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The Shrine Building also represents the efforts undertaken by the
Biscayne Boulevard Company to establish a new shopping area for
Miami. This type of intensive development, whose goal was to
create the "Fifth Avenue of the South," was unparalleled in the
city's history. The original 1925 plans for Biscayne Boulevard
called for the creation of a complete shopping center, carefully
designed for beauty and comfort, away from the downtown bustle.5

The Shrine Building serves as a visual reminder of the days when
Biscayne Boulevard was being molded into the modern-day concept
of a shopping center, with the developers recognizing the
increasing impetus of the automobile and planning for it.é

The Shrine Building was one of the many commercial structures
erected by the Biscayne Boulevard Company during the late 1920s
and early 1930s. Throughout its early years, the building's
tenants included the Mahi Shrine Temple A. A. O. N. M. S.
(Ancient Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine) on the second
floor, and the Home Drug Store, Piggly Wiggly grocery story,
Biscayne-Page Electric Company, and the John Turner Piano Company
on the first floor.7 The Mahi Shrine Temple leased the entire
second floor and a portion of the first floor from the time of
the building's completion through 1943, thereby becoming the
building's primary tenant.8 Consequently, the building has often
been referred to as the Shrine Building.9

In 1980, the building was renovated and converted to a series of
shops. The architectural firm for the renovation, Bouterse, .
Perez and Fabregas, won an award from the Florida Chapter of the
American Institute of Architects for their "sensitive
restoration."10 The developer in charge of the renovation was
also given an award by the Dade Heritage Trust.ll

NOTES

1. City of Miami, Building and Zoning Department, Plumbing
Permit applied for 7 January 1930.

2. Metropolitan Dade County, Office of Community and Economic
Development, Historic Preservation Division, From Wilderness to
Metropolis: The History and Architecture of Dade County (1825-
19%40) (Miami, Florida: Metropolitan Dade County, 1982), p. 133.

3. See note 2 above.

4. Metropolitan Dade County, From Wilderness to Metropolis,
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"Selected List of Architects and Their Work."

5. Along the Boulevard (Office File Copy, Catalog 990, City of
Miami Planning Department, 1930).

6. Sarah E. Eaton, "Sears, Roebuck and Co. Designation Report"
{prepared for the City of Miami Heritage Conservation Board, 21
January 1984). :

7. R. L. Polk, R. L. Polk and Company's Miami City Directory
(Jacksonville, Florida: R. L. Polk and Company, 1930-1938).

8. "Furniture Store Will Become Art Deco Galeria," Miami Herald,
15 June 1979, p. 1-D.

9. "The Story of the Boulevard," Sunday Pictorial, 16 March
1930, p. 3.

10. "our Buildings Show Variety,"™ Miami Herald, 20 September
1981, p. 6-H.

1l. "New High-Rise Would Overpower Deco Shops," Miami Herald, 8
October 1981, Architecture Review.
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Statement of Significance (use continuation sheet if necessary)

This masonry construction commerclal bullding represents an outstanding
example of Art Deco architecture in Dade County in_the 1920's and 1930's.
It 1s architecturally noteworthy for its stylistic features, details such
as the bas-relief deco panels and the female busts at the corners of the
bullding and cohesiveness within the neighborhood. o

It was bullt in 1930. The original owner or agent was the Biscayne Bivd.
Company, a Real Estate Company. The bullder was the Harrison Construction

Company. In the early 1930's, the bullding was used by the Home Drug
Store.

Major Bibliographic References:

Unpublished sources

Miami. Buiidlng and Zoning Department. Plumbing Permits, 1919 to present.

Published sources

Polk, R.L. R.L. Polk and Company's Miami City Directory, Jacksonville, Florida:
R.L. Polk and Company, 1930, 1331, 1932.
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AFFIDAVIT

STATE OF FLORIDA)
COUNTY OF DADE?.

BEFORE ME the undersigned authority personally appeared
RAFAEL KAPUSTIN and ELIAS KOBROWSKI who having been first duly
sworn say that:

1. Affiants are the general partners of Biscayne
Properties, Ltd., a Florida limited partnership.

2. ﬁiscayne Properties, Ltd. is the owner of property
formerly known as the Shrine Building located at 1401 Biscayne
Boulevard, Miami, Dade County, Florida, which property is
presently known as "The Boulevard Shops."

3. Biscayne Properties, Ltd., the owner of the above
property, through its general partners, object to the listing of
such property in The National Register of Historic Places.
Affiant and the property owner strongly objects to the
identification and designation of the subject property as a

7 f’\ Q
FAE PUSTIN ,
; d
~_ 5"' //é@»ﬂ{

ELTIAS KOBROWSKI

historic place.

FURTHER AFFIANT SAYETH NOT.

SWORN TO and subscribed before me this Ti day of

April, 1l9ss.
N[

NOTARY PUBLIC, State of
Florida

My commission expires:
c{“‘ :)\ ___(',f’ \;




A United States Department of the Interior ﬁa_-_==
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NATIONAL PARK SERVICE —
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P.O. BOX 37127
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20013-7127

e

IN REPLY REFER To: 413

To:
Division of Historical Resources

Department of Stat A.
Tl?e’ Capizolo_ e % D “| Z
Tallahassee, FI. 32301-8020

The Department of the Interior is pleased to inform you that the historic
property on the enclosed sheet has been determined eligible for inclusion
in the National Register of Historic Places in accordance with the National
Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended. The porperty was nominated
for listing in the National Register by the State Historic Preservation
Officer but cannot be listed at this time. The National Historic Preserva-
tion Act and Federal regulations 36 CFR 60 provide that owners of private
properties nominated to the Natlional Register must be given an opportunity
to concur in or object to listing. If the owner of an individually nominated
property, or the majority of owners ip the case of a nomination which
includes multiple ownership, object to the listing, the nomination cannot
be entered in the National Register. Such objection has occurred in this
case, Federal agencies are required to allow the Advisory Council on
Historic Preservation an opportunity to comment before the agency may

fund, license, or assist a project which will affect properties determined
eligible for the Natiomal Registar. .




DETERMINED ELIGIBLE FOR THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE FLORIDA

DATE DETERMINED 1/3/89

Name LT.ocation
First Church of Christ, Scientist : Dade County
° (Downtown Miami.-MRA) v R
Shrine Building Dade county B DA I IZ

{(Downtown Miami MRA)

" Citizens Bank . Dade County
(Dowritown Miami MRA)

L4

Burkhardt, Wilford H., House and: Office Dade County
{Downtown Miami MRa)

Chaille Bleck Dade County
.(Downtown Miami MRA)

Temple Israel Dadé County

- ——— s Sttt 4 — e — e et s | —— % ot —— — L — — -

(Downtown Miami MRA)

Also Notified

Pfl..orida Division of Historical Resources
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, DC

Naticnal Park Service, Southeast Regional Office |

‘For further information, please call the National Register at (202)272-3504.
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